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ASIAN BIG CATS 

Mini-reserves for Tigers Appeared in Hunting Leases of the Russian Far East
A pilot project completed in Primorye to reconfigure and enlarge game protection zones 
in central Sikhote-Alin mountain range which is important for the Amur tiger. WWF 
regards these zones not less effective than the existing protected areas.
Game resources protection zones (GRPZ) are the plots of different sizes and shapes that 
according to the lease regulation should be delineated by each game user. These plots are 
meant to create favorable conditions for game animals’ habitation and breeding. In such 
“mini-reserves” the area of which can vary from 5% and up, a hunting club introduce 

restrictions for game resources use. These limitations can 
be partial or absolute. 
The total area of the Amur tiger habitats in the Russian 
Far East is around 180 000 square kilometers out of which 
less than 20% are covered by protected areas of different 
levels while the rest 80% are leased by users of different 
nature resources including game species. 
In Primorsky, Khabarovsky, and Evreiskaya Provinces the 
total area of GRPZ can be as high as 10 000-12 000 square 
kilometers. This area can be home for 50-60 tigers and a 
thousand of ungulates.
The analysis of these zones in tiger habitats conducted by 
WWF revealed that not always these zones are delineated 
in the optimal for protection of game or rare species 
plots. Moreover, sometimes GRPZ are chosen contrary to 

reason. WWF experts have proposed new principles for GRPZ delineation and creation 
of a network which became part of the official Primorsky Province Inter-Lease Hunting 
Management Plan. According to the document, the zones of adjacent hunting leases 
should be combined into groups, or serve as corridors, or be adjacent to the existing 
protected areas.  
Reconfiguration and shifting GRPZs in three model hunting clubs in Central Sikhote-Alin 
- Sinegorye, Yakovlevsky and Fauna - is one of the joint results of the alliance to enlarge 

and save the isolated group of 12 tigers. Ten years ago, 
only single entries of tigers were registered here. 
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On the Eve of its 5-year Anniversary the Bikin NP Summed up the Results of Yet Another Round 
of the Amur Tiger Monitoring
The field works were conducted from October 2019 till July 2020 in a monitoring plot 
encompassing one fifth part of the whole Park’s area in the middle and upper Bikin River. 
Back in 2015 during the tiger census on its entire home range, the maximal density of 
tigers was registered right here.
This monitoring period was not easy for the Park’s employees Vladimir Popov and his 
friend. They had to cover on foot 130 kilometers along the Bikin and other rivers to 
remove 37 camera traps. A lot of time they spent to process the received information.
Altogether, the camera traps have registered 21 Amur tigers in the Park. Among them 
8 adult females, 8 adult males, and 4 cubs. Sex of one of the tigers was not managed to 
define. In general, according to the experts’ evaluation, in the Bikin National Park there 
are around 40 tigers.
 Amur tiger monitoring with camera traps is being conducted with WWF’s participation 
in 12 monitoring plots in the southern Far East. The plot in the Bikin NP is one of the 
biggest encompassing over 2 000 square kilometers. For the next stage of monitoring in 
the winter 2020-2021, WWF plans to buy 10 camera traps and 1 000 batteries.

Border Guards of the Evreiskaya Province Now Know How to Behave When Meeting a Tiger 
WWF Russia has issued 300 leaflets "How to behave when meeting a tiger" for the border 
guards of the Birobidzhan Border Guard Detachment. Simple and effective tips will help 
them avoid conflicts with a striped predator, and if incidents occur - get out of them 
without losses on both sides.
The state border between Russia and China in the Jewish Autonomous Region passes 
through the habitats of the Amur tiger. Every day border guards cover tens of kilometers 

day and night. Naturally, they may encounter not only trespassers 
or poachers, but also tigers. Many border routes run along the 
near-border engineering facilities, where the concentration of wild 
ungulates, especially during migration, increases, which means that 
the presence of tigers is likely. According to the results of the Amur 
tiger monitoring conducted in Evreiskaya Province in January-
February 2020, the group of tigers in the region is growing and, 
taking into account tiger cubs, can reach 20 individuals.
The neighborhood with tigers requires caution and certain 
knowledge. Often conflicts arise from ignorance or non-compliance 
with simple rules of behavior. If each border guard gets acquainted 
with the tips of the instructions before entering the route, he will be 
armed not only with a machine gun, but also with knowledge.
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Caution, Tiger on the Way!
It was just another day out conducting field work for Ge Lin and her colleagues when the 
team had an unexpected encounter.
Their drive to the Wangqing Forestry Bureau is normally uneventful. However on this 
rareoccasion they were surprised to find a tiger emerging from the forest along the side of 
the road. The tiger followed their vehicle for some time and when they finally stopped the
tiger continued to approach, pausing to watch them for a moment before heading on its
way. Staying safely in the vehicle with the doors and windows shut the team were able to
assess the tiger, confirming it was healthy and had most likely followed them out of
Curiosity.
What’s special about this exciting encounter is that only a decade ago meeting a wild tiger 
like this would have been almost impossible. This is because in 2010 there werefew tigers 
in China, and the small population it did have had most likely travelled across the border 
from Russia. In China, tigers are most threatened by habitat loss, habitat fragmentation 

and poaching in the past century. It was clear that without substantial 
conservation efforts there wouldn’t be a future for tigers in the country.
After robust action by the government and conservation groups, 
including WWF, a glimmer of hope appeared in 2006. Camera traps 
photographed a tigress with her cubs in Jilin Wangqing Nature 
Reserve, it was a landmark moment confirming tigers were once again 
breeding in China. Not only are tiger numbers now increasing in China 
but they’re also moving into new areas. 
Habitat fragmentation and poaching still remain a threat but 
conservation efforts over the last decade have greatly reduced their 
impact. Rangers have played an integral part in reducing these threats 
being the eyes and ears of the forest when out on patrol. They gather 
data, remove snares and deter poachers. This year China formed its 
first all-female ranger team. The team patrols the Dongning Forestry 
Bureau which sits along the border with Russia. Patrol teams trek for 

hours across unforgiving terrain and they have begun to notice positive changes in the 
landscape thanks to conservation efforts. “The territory is wider, the food is richer, and 
the species are now more diverse,” says Qui Shi, a member of the ranger team.
To address the lack of connectivity between tiger habitats WWF-China has initiated a 
national campaign named #TigersNeedCorridors, calling on the government to increase 
the number of wildlife corridors to help tigers and other wildlife move freely. Connecting 
tiger populations increases their likelihood of breeding which will support the global goal 
to double wild tiger numbers, known as TX2.
Rare encounters like this with wild tigers are a reminder of what is at stake in China. The 
continuous conservation efforts of WWF and its strategic partner NCTLNPA has made 
it possible for this iconic species to recover in China and offers hope to other tiger range 
countries.
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Conservation and Restoration of Key Ecological System in China
Conservation and Restoration of Key Ecological System in China (2021-2035), an important 
government policy, was issued by China’s government. “Strengthen conservation and 
restoration of Amur tiger and leopard habitat, connect the crossing corridors of flagship 
species in the forest of northeast China” was listed in this policy. WWF NEC has carried 
out several research on corridors in the key Amur tiger and leopard range since 2010. 

According to the data, corridors for Heda highway (DA) between 
Zhuangguangcai Mountain and Northeast China Tiger and 
Leopard National Park should be built. 
With the support of WWF, Heilongjiang Wildlife Research 
Institute (HWRI) carried out the survey on corridor construction 
on DA in December. According to the survey, two potential 
corridors had been identified. The first is Huanggou Tunnel with 
a length of 1.5 km and covered 50% natural forest, 10% grasslands 
and 40 farmlands. The Second one is Xiaogou Tunnel with a 
length of 1 km covered by 100% plantations. WWF and HWRI 
will continue to conduct the survey of wildlife and vegetation on 
both sides of DA, and to explore the feasible methods and plans 
of corridor construction and vegetation transformation in the 
future.

Center for Preventing Environmental Crimes opened in Vladivostok
The opening ceremony of the training Center created by the Far Eastern Law Institute 
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Russia with the support of WWF took place on 
December 10. It was WWF’s idea and ideology to create the Center. WWF has paid the 
reconstruction and redecoration of one of the auditorium of the Law School, purchased 
needed equipment for the lessons to be conducted on a high level –computers, the screen 
etc. Also, WWF has handed to the Center a collection of books on environmental topics. 
WWF plans to develop a curriculum and give lectures to the students. 

The Far Eastern Law Institute is the only specialized educational 
organization in Primorsky Province that educates future 
policemen on how to investigate environmental crimes. The 
demand for highly qualified specialists in this area is constantly 
growing, since the damage from poaching is only increasing. 
Poaching has become an organized and professional business, 
using modern technical tools. To resist it, law enforcement 
agencies must always be one step ahead, relying on scientific 
and methodological research conducted by the researches and 
the tutors of the Law School.
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GREEN BELT OF AMUR

Wetland Conservation, Saving the Vitality of Heilongjiang River Basin
From Nov. 29 to Dec. 1, 2020 annual conference of Heilongjiang River Basin Wetland 
Conservation Network was held in Harbin, Heilongjiang Province. 150 representatives 
from wetland conservation authorities, nature reserves and research institutes in 
Heilongjiang River Basin gathered at the conference, deeply discussed over 20 topics from 
four perspectives of wetland conservation and management, analysed and summarized 
relevant issues and lessons learned, exchanged best practices, and defined key priorities 
of wetland conservation in Heilongjiang River basin.

Established in 2019, Heilongjiang River Basin Wetland 
Conservation Network aims to protect wetland ecosystem 
and biodiversity in Heilongjiang, Jilin and Hulun-Buir 
of Inner Mongolia, with multiple participants, including 
government authorities, research institutes, colleges 
and universities, law enforcement deportments, social 
organisations, social media and volunteers. It is the 
only one with international conservation features in 
four Chinese domestic wetland networks. Through 
strengthening exchanges and cooperation at home and 
abroad, carrying out skill trainings, adopting scientific 
concepts and methods, it is committed to improving 
the level of wetland conservation and management in 

Heilongjiang River Basin.
In addition to internal workshops, focusing on wetland biodiversity conservation in 
Heilongjiang River Basin, the conference covered four aspects of wetland conservation: 
wetland management, wetland biodiversity conservation, wetland ecological restoration 
and nature education. Experience shared by the participants. Wu Haitao, an Institute 
of Geography Agroecology (IGA) researcher presented his award-winning project 
"Degraded Marsh Wetland Restoration Technology Innovation and Application", which 
pointed out the direction for network members to carry out wetland ecological restoration 
activities; Cui Peng, a researcher from Nanjing Institute of Environmental Sciences 
(NIES) presented the national biodiversity monitoring project report he was in charge 
of, which addressed technical issues the network members encountered in biodiversity 
monitoring.
Wetland conservation in Heilongjiang Basin is a long-term task. Centering on wetland 
conservation and restoration as well as biodiversity conservation, in the future, the network 
will lead its members to continuously enhance international exchanges and cooperation, 
develop proper conservation plans for their own cases and expand the perspective of 
conservation so as to improve efforts and effectiveness of wetland conservation in the 
region.
Liu Peiqi, Program Director of WWF NEC pointed out: "Wetland conservation network 
should play a leading role in exploring coordinated development of conservation and 
economy, leveraging international experience and active innovation so as to realize 
sustainable development and harmony of human and nature."
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Biodiversity Survey of grassland restored pilot in Qian’an County
From July to October, WWF and its partners surveyed biodiversity of the pilot on 
grassland restoration and sustainable management in Qian’an County, Jilin Province. 
The pilot was facing issue of severe salinization; the surface showed bare alkali spots. There 
was serious vegetation degradation. After a year of vegetation restoration, the average 
height and coverage of vegetation is 74cm and 80%, respectively. The average density 
was 639 plants /m2, and the average biomass (fresh weight of plant) was 783.5g/m2. 
Compared with the control grassland with grazing and non-sowing, the average height, 
coverage, density and production (fresh weight) have increased by 76.67%, 112.50%, 
21.98%, and 231.99%, respectively. And compared with grassland with banning grazing 
and non-sowing, these factors have increased by 61.30%, 47.12%, 36.96% and 150.85%. 
These data showed that WWF’s vegetation restoration has  yielded some results.
In addition, the results of vegetation survey showed that there are 45 species of vascular 

plants which belongs to 18 families, 35 genera after the 
restoration in the pilot. There are 10 species more than before. 
Meanwhile, there are 26 species of vertebrate and 16 species of 
insect in the pilot. 
The rapid vegetation establishment of grassland is only the 
first step of grassland restoration, which needs management 
to stabilize the bio-system and its biodiversity. For the next 
step, we will explore various ways of grassland management 
to offer sustainable development for grassland utilization and 
management methods for the local government and people. 
This time the release of rare birds can be regarded as a miracle 
on three occasions. The first miracle had happened when two 
chicks, left in boxes on the burning hot roadside, were lucky to 

be found alive and timely transported to the Rehab Center. Second, they survived and 
successfully passed though the course of rehabilitation. And the third miracle is the 
freedom that birds have finally gained. The colossal work of conservationists stands 
behind each of these rescue episodes. This is the second release of Oriental storks 
from the Rehabilitation Center in Primorye. The first one took place exactly one year 
ago, on August 13, 2019, also in Evreiskaya Province. New feathered patients will have 
to join the flock in the same wetlands in the Dobraya River floodplain to the southeast 
of the Zhuravliny Wildlife Refuge. The place of release was determined thanks to new 
technologies and the support of WWF Russia. 

Oriental Storks Keepers Started Fire Prevention Treatment of Trees with Nests 
With the support of WWF Russia, public organizations of the Amur ecoregion together 

with rangers of Khingansky Nature Reserve and the 
Directorate of Protected Areas Management protected 
the Oriental stork nests from fires.
Processing of trees with nests and erected platforms 
with baskets includes mowing dry grass and shrubs 
around so that fire could not reach them, and anti-fire 
and anti-decay treatment with a spray.
This year this work was supported by Mamba, a dating 
company. It is very important to protect the nests 
while birds are on migration and wintering, so that 
birds could find their houses safe after returning for 
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breeding in spring. Later, on the trees with nests will be fixed equipped with special gear 
against bears attacks. These devices have proven efficiency at 70-80%”.
The staff of NGO AmurSEU and students of Bars students’ brigade on nature conservation 
processed 16 tripods with baskets in Amursky Wildlife Refuge, one of the model areas. 
Staff of the Amursky Directorate of PAs Management treated available nests in two other 
model areas: in the Berezovsky and Muravyevsky Refuges.
The work on fire prevention has been carried out in the Amur ecoregion for more than 
10 years and has shown its high efficiency. In the beginning, about 5-10 stork nests could 
have be destroyed by fires annually, however, after the introduction of the fire-prevention 
practice, the destruction of nests by fires has reduced to almost zero.
In Evreiskaya Province NGO “Bagulnik” processed 29 nests in three districts.

WWF Russia Supporters Provided the Japanese Crane with a Wintering House and a Spacious 
Aviary in the TIGR Rehabilitation Center

In early October, a new infrastructure was built with the help of WWF 
Russia supporters in the Tiger Rehabilitation Center to save rare storks 
and cranes.
The constructed complex will allow for the Center’s staff to work with 
various bird species. It consists of three aviaries, each 6x6 meters for 
temporary stay of birds in the warm period, and a warm house for the 
winter time. An important part of this complex is a flying aviary, which 
is necessary to ensure that the birds with various injuries or after 
surgery retain the ability to fly, have the opportunity to work out flight 
skills, to recover, and train.
The first to test the new aviary was a Japanese crane, the “client” of the 
Center. He was taken for the rehabilitation in July from the Evreiskaya 
Province, where the chick was picked up in a field by local residents. 

For three months, the crane has gained weight, changed its downy plumage to that 
characteristic of an adult bird, and looks more and more like representatives of its own 
species — Japanese cranes, the rarest of the crane family in the Amur basin. And yet, 
according to experts, this bird was not yet ready for release into nature and a long flight. 
So with the onset of cold weather, the bird became the first "guest" of the new warm 
house in which it will spend the winter.
Thanks to the TIGR Rehabilitation Center, four Oriental storks and a white-naped crane 
have already returned to the wild over the past two years.

In the Amur Basin, Schoolchildren Help Maintain the Population of the Trionyx Turtle
With the support of WWF Russia, the project "Save the Far 
Eastern turtle – the Pearl of the Amur" is being implemented in 
the Khabarovsky Province. Thanks to the joint work of the Center 
for Additional Education of the village of Troitskoye and the joint 
Directorate for PAs "Zapovednoye Priamurye", this year about 
150 turtles were saved from death: schoolchildren collected eggs, 
artificially incubated them and took care of the cubs.
Last year, schoolchildren from the village of Innokentievka 
began a study on the turtle and its nests, which were threatened 
by flooding. And this year, the project was supported by WWF. 
The turtles were released into Gussie Lake on September 4. But 
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the turtles from the last two clutches hatched late. The flood situation in the Amur 
basin remained unfavorable, so it was decided to leave the young animals in artificial 
conditions until spring. Now the turtles are kept at the Center for Additional Education 
in the village of Troitskoye and children take care of them. Next, it is planned to create 
artificial wintering conditions for them. 

Loal Herders Have Deeper Knowledge about Brandt’s Vole and its Function in the Ecosystem 
Recently, the pastureland in Mongolia has deteriorated due to climate change and 
exponential growth of livestock herds in the country. Negative impacts of these 
alterations are seen on the wildlife habitat in the country. Therefore, improved pasture 
land management has become an urgent consideration for all relevant parties.   
Giving a focus on this concern, WWF-Mongolia organizes awareness raising events 
including training and discussions on pastureland for local herders. On November 6, 
2020, WWF-Mongolia organized a meeting-discussion for local herders residing Khar 
Yamaat Nature Reserve (NR) and its buffer zone. It was attended by 52 local herders. A 
main purpose of the meeting was to present study results of pastureland status with a 
focus on causes of outbreak of Brandt’s vole within Khar Yamaat NR and the options on 
sustainable pasture land use for local herders. Researchers scientifically explained about 
main causes of pastureland degradation and overgrazing in herders’ seasonal pastures 
and why sustainable pastureland use has become a key consideration. 
Prior to the discussion-meeting, a survey was conducted with a questionnaire among local 

herders to assess overall perception on the pastureland 
importance within the rural herder communities. The 
questionnaire was responded to by a total of 48 herders 
residing in Khar Yamaat NR and 41 herders in its buffer 
zone. Results show overall perception on pastureland 
importance was basically inadequate. For instance, 
44.9% of the total respondents replied that they knew 
how many heads of livestock should be within their 
pastures, while the rest or 55.1% replied that they had 
no ideas with this regard. Thus the survey results were 
a part of the basis for organizing the meeting-discussion 
for local herders.
On the meeting-discussion, all the herders told that 
Brandt’s vole has over-populated everywhere within 
their seasonal pastures and most of them agreed with 
that the Brandt’ vole outbreak was a major cause of the 
pastureland degradation. However, researchers from 

National University of Mongolia shared the scientifically based insights on Brandt’s vole 
outbreak and over-population in an area with the herders. From the explanations by the 
researchers, the local herders have known that a major cause of Brandt’s vole outbreak 
or over-population was the unsustainable pastureland use practices which often result in 
degraded land-favourable distribution range for the species outbreak. It means that over-
population of livestock herds result in the pastureland degradation and the Brandt’ vole 
is over-populated and outbreak on these degraded or overgrazed areas. On other hand, 
the Brandt’s vole plays a role in the ecosystem: digging holes into the ground aerates 
the soil and mixes topsoil with its feces that helps in emergence of useful bacteria and 
nutrients in the soil.
Local herders are happy and grateful for having deeper insights of their concerning 
issues. Moreover they had scientifically based new awareness on the pastureland and 
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Brandt’s vole distribution. At the end of the meeting-discussion, they requested the event 
organizers that these types of knowledge raising events were really useful and be held 
frequently for local herders. 

Rangers Have a Well-equipped Field Outpost
In May 2020, the Parliament of Mongolia has approved 10 areas for national protected 
areas. One of them, Gutai and Khumul NP which is the run-off generating areas of Onon 

river, one of the only two sources of the Amur river. 
One of these newly established PAs is Gutai Davaa-
Khumuul River’s Upstream National Park (NP) 
which is geographically located in Amur River Basin.  
Its daily supervision is laid with Onon-Balj National 
Park (OBNP) Administration in the Basin.
In September, 2020, boundaries of the newly 
established NP were demarcated by OBNP 
administration with WWF-NL emergency fund 
financial support. This work was successfully 
completed by the park administration employees 
and rangers in accordance with the standards. In 
addition, the park employees placed 50 automatic 
cameras in designated points in critical wildlife 
habitats and distribution ranges in the NP to collect 

the baseline data necessary for its future management. 
Under the field demarcation of the NP boundaries, a ranger’s field outpost was built 
and well equipped with monitoring or surveillance devices.  The park specialists say 
“improved workplace conditions are vitally important and provide a basis for productive 
work performances for rangers”. 
Overall, the locals are happy that the Gutain Davaa, which have attracted a lot of attention 
in recent years, have been taken under special state protection. Thanks to Parliaments 
decision gold mining stopped in Gutai and Onon River, head of the Amur River kept from 
the risk of pollution. 

Khar Yamaat NR’s Co-Management Council Had its First Meeting
WWF-Mongolia has been in charge of the management of the Khar Yamaat Nature 
Reserve since 2014. The area is unique in that it spans the territory of Sukhbaatar and 
Khentii provinces, and local authorities are actively involved in conservation work.
In the summer of 2019, 20 marmots (Marmota sibirica) were reintroduced to the 

Khar Yamaat Nature Reserve while a number of marmot 
population is decreasing due to illegal hunting. Prior to 
this work, field researchers from the National University of 
Mongolia studied the vegetation of the Khar Yamaat Nature 
Reserve and scientifically identified areas where marmots 
could be reintroduced.
Specialists from WWF-Mongolia, in collaboration with 
rangers, conducted a monitoring study to determine the 
location and breeding success of reintroduced marmots. 
According to the study, the death toll of marmots was low, 
and experts say that it is possible to reintroduce marmots in 
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the area in the future. This is because the area is rich in plants and has little negative 
impact on marmots. Therefore, on July 4, 2020, 30 marmots were reintroduced to the 
Khar Yamaat Nature Reserve with funding from the Khentii Province Department of 
Nature and Environment. The rangers and citizen rangers of the area will continue to 
monitor the reintroduced marmots.

SAMAP Online Training
On November 25, 2020, WWF and its partners held an online training on "anti-poaching 
supervision and assessment mechanism (SAMAP)". The project leaders and rangers from 

9 pilot nature reserves/forestry bureaus participated in the 
seminar. The purpose of this training is to use the SAMAP tool 
to scientifically manage the anti-poaching work and improve 
the effectiveness of anti-poaching through joint efforts.
SAMAP is a set of scientific management methods to improve 
the effectiveness of anti-poaching, which is initiated by WWF 
NEC. This method attempts to provide scientific and effective 
management plan for anti-poaching work, to explore feasible 
standards for reward and punishment evaluation, to promote 
cooperation and information sharing among multi-functional 
departments, and to change passive management into active 
management.
The first phase of the pilot project of SAMAP has been 
completed. The second phase of SAMAP pilot in the winter of 

2020-2021 has been launched; and the design of SAMAP management toolkit has been 
completed; the pilot anti-poaching staff are able to understand and use it after training.
This seminar not only introduced the pilot projects and the use of management tools, 
but also discussed the key issues in the implementation process. For the next step, WWF 
will work with partners to verify the effectiveness of SAMAP. The application of SAMAP 
mechanism can facilitate the community’s participation in anti-poaching, striving for the 
goal of "zero" poaching.
Liu duo, Anti-poaching officer of WWF NEC mentioned: "’Zero poaching’ is destined 
to be a tough battle, which requires the participation and joint efforts of all sectors of 
society in order to win the final victory. WWF’s SAMAP pilot project will help and support 
partners to explore the conservation mode, which is a new and meaningful attempt. "

WWF Summed up the Results of Public Monitoring of Summer Spawning 
Run of Salmon 
Since last year representatives of indigenous people of Khabarovsky Province began 
collecting information on the filling of the spawning grounds of the summer chum 
salmon and pink salmon in the lower reaches of the Amur. The data are submitted to the 
structures responsible for fishing management. This year, for the first time, field trips of 
public activists were held jointly with the employees of KhabarovskNIRO, governmental 
research institution. 
The survey of spawning grounds confirmed a critically low filling of spawning grounds 
- 0.3 individuals per 100 m² for summer chum salmon, and 3.5 per 100 m² for pink 
salmon at a normal rate of 50 individual per100 m². For comparison, in 2019, even under 
the conditions of a ban on industrial fishing, the spawning grounds remained completely 
empty - the volunteers managed to record only a few individuals of summer chum salmon 
and pink salmon running to spawn.
In addition, meetings were organized with the local people. All identified violations of 
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fishing rules were immediately reported to the Amur Territorial Administration of the 
Federal Agency for Fishery and the Amur Basin Environmental Prosecutor's Office for a 
prompt response.
More details are here: WWF summed up the results of public monitoring for summer 
salmon run in the Amur River basin

The Results of Public Monitoring of the Autumn Run of Salmon were Summed up on Five 
Tributaries of the Amur River
For the third year in a row, representatives of the Association of Indigenous Peoples 
of the North of the Khabarovsky Province have been conducting public monitoring of 

the filling of the spawning grounds of the autumn chum salmon on the 
main tributaries of the Amur. With the support of WWF Russia in 2018, 
the Association’s volunteers started public monitoring in the largest 
spawning tributaries of the Amgun, the Anuy, Tunguska Rivers. In 2020, 
this work was extended to the Gur and Gorin Rivers.
The survey of spawning grounds of autumn chum salmon confirmed their 
critically low filling: on Amgun-0.42, on Anuy – 5, on Tunguska – 0.2, on 
Gorin – 7.14, on Gur – 0.11 specimens per 100 m2 of spawning grounds 
with a norm for autumn chum salmon of about 50 fish. The results of 
public monitoring show that the spawning grounds of the autumn chum 
salmon are still empty.
The need to form a public movement to monitor the status of salmon in 
the Amur basin was sharply identified in 2017, when the fish simply did 
not reach the people living on the Amur tributaries. The situation when 
there is industrial fishing in the lower reaches, and the spawning grounds 
remain empty, could not go unnoticed by people whose life is inextricably 
linked with the river. Local residents sounded the alarm and together 

with the Association stood up to protect their river.
Simultaneously with public monitoring two student teams of nature protection conducted 
an online survey of residents of 8 settlements of the Khabarovsky Province on the Amur 
tributaries. Among the reasons for the decrease in the number of salmon, people most 
often called industrial fishing and traps installed in the lower reaches of the Amur River 
(39%), poaching, including in spawning grounds (32.3%), overfishing (21.3%).
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GREEN ECONOMY

The Negative Conclusion of the Public Examination on the Company's Project in the Khabarovsky 
Province was Transferred to Rosprirodnadzor
The all-Russia Society on Nature Protection, one of WWF’s partners, has completed a 
public environmental assessment of the project for the development of the Kutynskoye 
gold deposit by a division of the Polymetal company and submitted it the Federal Service 
for Supervision of Natural Resources of Russia (Rosprirodnadzor).
The expert commission included representatives of the scientific and expert community 
of the region, including WWF Russia. The expert commission of public environmental 
expertise concluded that the project documentation "Mining and processing complex at 
the Kutynskoye field" does not meet the environmental requirements established by the 
Russian technical regulations and legislation in the field of environmental protection, 
the impact of the planned activities on the environment provided for in the project 
documentation is unacceptable.
Experts have identified numerous shortcomings of the project documentation in terms 
of insufficient design and survey work on the site of the proposed activity, the lack or 
insufficiency of measures to ensure the safety of natural ecosystems, wildlife, soil 
protection, air and water environment.
The Society also sent a list of its representatives to Rosprirodnadzor to participate as 
observers in the meetings of the expert commission of the state environmental expertise.
Environmentalists call on Rosprirodnadzor to conduct an objective examination of the 
Polymetal project.
More details are here: https://wwf.ru/en/resources/news/klimat-i-energetika/
obshchestvennye-organizatsii-trebuyut-prodlit-gee-kutynskogo-mestorozhdeniya-
kompanii-polimetall-i-u/

Placer Gold Mining and Public Satellite Monitoring 
On December 12, more than 30 representatives of public organizations of Siberia and 
the Far East took part in the online seminar "Satellite monitoring of placer gold mining: 
results and prospects". During the webinar, activists got acquainted with the methods 

of space monitoring of water pollution. It is noteworthy 
that monitoring can be carried out using open data. 
The Center for Satellite Monitoring and Civil Control 
presented an educational module prepared within the 
framework of a project supported by WWF Russia and 
the Presidential Grants Fund. The module will be placed 
in the public domain, and with its help, everyone will be 
able to pass training.
The information received at the end of the washing 
season is really impressive. In general, in Siberia and 
the Far East, based on the decoding of satellite images 
done as part of the “People to Nature" project, public 
activists identified 283 facts of pollution of rivers below 
the placer gold mining sites, the total length of the 



detected pollution of water bodies was 9299 km.
An increase in the number of civil activists involved in environmental quality monitoring 
will allow regional and federal authorities to more effectively identify the facts of pollution 
and prevent them in the future.
WWF Russia, together with a coalition of environmental organizations, intends to 
continue working both on space monitoring of river pollution and on training public 
inspectors who detect violations "on the ground".

WWF Demands Public Admission to the Oil Spill Site in Khabarovsky Province 
On November 25, a break of the Okha-Komsomolsk-on-Amur oil pipeline happened for 
the second time in the last six months. Previously, the company did not allow the public 
to the accident site, making it impossible to objectively assess the situation, blocking the 
work to eliminate the consequences of the breakage.
The answer to the question whether the oil got into Lake Goloye is now the main concern 
for local people of Khabarovsky province and an important issue for the health of the Amur 
River. It can be answered only after an independent examination of the consequences of 

a breakage of the Okha-Komsomolsk-on-Amur oil pipeline. 
WWF suggests Rosneft-Sakhalinmorneftegaz to allow 
members of the public to visit the oil spill site.
The work to eliminate the consequences of an oily liquid 
leakage continues. According to Rosneft-Sakhalinmorneftegaz 
company, which is a subsidiary of Rosneft and owns the 
pipeline, the area of contamination covered 0.3 hectares, 
spill volume - 46 tons: “The integrity of the pipeline has been 
restored, the place of oil leakage is completely localized, 9 oil 
skimmers and special water protection equipment had been 
installed on the water surface, which excluded the inflow of 
oily liquid into Lake Goloye.”
On December 1, WWF Russia sent an appeal to the 
management department of Rosneft-Sakhalinmorneftegaz 
company with an urgent request to establish an objective 

picture of the accident consequences, to provide an opportunity for representatives of 
public environmental organizations including WWF Russia and the Khabarovsky branch 
of the All-Russian Society for Nature Conservation to visit the accident site and adjacent 
territories, including the water area of the Bezymyanny stream and Lake Goloye.

Stop Dirty Prospecting for Gold 
The ban on prospecting licenses granted for placer gold mining by a declarative procedure 
should be the first step to prevent devastating river pollution.
WWF summed up the results of satellite monitoring of river pollution caused by pacer 
gold mining, which was carried out in March 15 - October 15, 2020 in six provinces of 
the Russian Far East by the Rivers without Boundaries Сoalition with the support of the 
Presidential Grants Fund and the People for Nature project.
It revealed 205 cases of river pollution with the total length of 6650 kilometers of polluted 
areas. Upon the revealed facts of river pollution, 260 reports had been sent to federal and 
provincial ecological inspections. It should be noted that after active work and a series 
of inspections organized by the Amursky Administration of Rosprirodnadzor and the 
Amursky Ministry of Natural Resources, 17 companies were charged penalties at more 
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than US$ 45 000, 7 companies were sued for environmental damage at the amount of 
US$ 220 000, 31 warning notes were sent to the companies on the inadmissible actions 
that may cause damage to the environment.
Governmental authorities are aware of this problem and are trying to develop mechanisms 
for its solution. Four representatives of the Ministry of Natural Resources of Amurskaya 
Province entered the Commission at Subsoil Management Department of the Far Eastern 
Federal District, which evaluates technical projects for the development of placer gold 
fields. As a result, at the very first meeting of the Commission, all three projects submitted 
for licensing were rejected as violating the requirements of environmental legislation.
Moreover, the Amursky Administration of Rosprirodnadzor began recruiting inspectors 
to monitor the northern districts with the most intense gold mining activities. Regular 
presence of inspectors with delegated rights to record and halt violations of environmental 
legislation will help to reveal violations and prevent serious damage to the environment 
in the future.
Next year, WWF Russia together with the coalition of nature conservation organizations 
will continue satellite monitoring of river pollution and training public inspectors to 
detect violations “on the ground”. Moreover, WWF is preparing an appeal to the Ministry 
of Natural Resources of the Russian Federation with a package of proposals to amend 
legislation in order to reduce the impact of placer gold mining on the environment. The 
appeal is based on the position adopted in October 2020 by the Coalition.
More details are here: Stop dirty prospecting for gold (wwf.ru)

Open international mass online course "Climate Change: Risks and Challenges": presentation 
in Vladivostok
On November 20, the leading Russian climatologists including one of WWF Russia staff 
gave lectures about natural and anthropogenic climate changes, scenarios for the XXI 
century, trends and forecasts for the world, Russia and Primorsky Province, presented 
scientifically based knowledge necessary to understand the complex global problem of 
climate change and possible ways to solve it.
The meeting was broadcasted in zoom. After each of the four block of lectures the 
presenters answered questions.
WWF conducted extensive work on the collection and compilation of scientific materials 
on climate change in three Russian provinces in the framework of the "Raising awareness 
about climate in Siberia and the far East" project, carried out together with WWF Germany 
and with the support of the German Foreign Ministry. 

The International Mass open online course 
"Climate Change: Risks and Challenges" was 
developed by the German Climate Consortium 
and WWF Germany, translated into Russian 
and supplemented with methodological 
materials for the Russian-speaking audience. 
For this course, WWF Russia has prepared 
a package of additional lectures "Climate 
Change in Russia", where trends and forecasts 
for Russia as a whole, as well as in the Arctic, 
the Barents Sea region, the Altai and the 
Far East are considered in detail. A specially 
published leaflet introduces a summary of the 
Mass open online Course "Climate Change: 
Risks and Challenges".
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SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY

Local People Stopped Destructive Logging near Beltzovo Village 
The Primorsky Province Ministry for Forestry and Wildlife Protection has canceled the 
forest exploitation plan and suspended logging operations near the village of Beltzovo. 
Since January 2020, dwellers of Beltzovo have been fighting against loggers harvesting 
timber near the main water source of the village. Devastating cuttings and deep skid 

roads reduce the water level in the wells. Moreover, felling is 
being done in Korean pine and linden forests important for 
local people. The area of Yakovlevsky District is one of the key 
ones for the Amur tiger conservation.
In January 2020, the villagers sent their complains to the local 
forestry complaining but got disappointed with the answer. 
Then they appealed asked WWF for help. After a series of 
inspections all violations of the Forest Code were confirmed: 
arrangement of a landing site within water protection zone; 
arrangement of skidding roads on steep slopes; illegal logging; 
inconsistency of forest inventory data to reality.
According to preliminary estimates, the damage from these 
violations is more than US $730 000. At the request of the 

regional Ministry for Forestry and Wildlife Protection WWF specialists carried out an 
expert assessment of the fact of intentional manipulation of forest inventory data.
People of Beltzovo urgently wrote a complaint to the Russian President and the Primorsky 
Province Governor demanding to stop the felling. At present the actions of loggers have 
been suspended. Moreover, the forest exploitation plan and the current forest declarations 
have been canceled. 
More details are here: Local people stopped destructive logging near Beltzovo village 
(wwf.ru)

Specialists of Forestry and Hunting in Primorye were Trained on the Legality of Forest 
Management 
In early 2020, after the administrative reform the Primorsky Province Forestry 
Department Wildlife Management Department were merged. When organizing a new 
structure — the Ministry of Forestry and Wildlife Protection — forest and hunting 
inspectors have cross-powers. Thus, the Ministry has combined its supervisory functions 
for fauna and for valuable habitats of these animals — Korean pine and broad-leaved 
forests.
Effective performance of this work, of course, requires special knowledge from the 
Ministry staff so a joint training on ensuring the legality of forest management was 
organized by WWF.
Under Covid-19, the audience was divided into two streams. 26 participants of the first 
four-days long stream covered the topic "Organizational, technical and legal support of 
the legality of forest management. Identification of environmental crimes, determination 
of damage and its compensation. During the training, the hunting inspectors learned 
about the KEDR space monitoring system, which is used by forest inspectors. WWF 
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hopes that this system will be adopted by the hunting supervision of Primorye to detect 
illegal logging.
The second group of over 20 active and motivated locals - beekeepers, staff of hunting 
clubs, members of NGOs students - was trained on November 27 for three days. 
They were introduced to the basics of forestry, types of activities in the forest, to the 
rules of forest taxation, forestry legislation, major violations in forest harvesting.  They 
had a field trip to the experimental forest site of the Agricultural Academy, where the 

future public inspectors passed the tests in various forest conditions. 
The practical section has become a difficult test to calculate the 
environmental damage which is an immediate task in identifying 
illegal logging.
The experts from WWF Russia and the State Agricultural Academy 
introduced modern and innovative methods of recording and 
analyzing information after detecting an illegal logging. They spoke 
about the advantages of using drones and ways to obtain the most 
efficient results. Moreover, the bloggers of the popular in the province 
PrimDiscovery web portal shared their experience as professionals in 
terms of promoting information on the Internet to attract and involve 
wider audience in public monitoring.
More details are here: Public forest inspectors are new guardians 

for tiger's habitats (wwf.ru)

Forest Auctions Can Leave Villages in Central Primorye of Forests and Beekeepers without 
Linden
WWF Russia is seriously concerned with forest auctions for timber harvesting in 
Primorye. The analysis of the project documentation showed that the plots that go under 
the hummer are located in linden no-cut zones, as well as in protected forest areas and in 
green belts of settlements, which will inevitably lead to negative social and environmental 
consequences.
In late November and early December, the official website torgi.gov.ru opened a tender 
on seven auction lots for leasing forest plots in Ussuriysky and Spassky forestries for 
timber harvesting.
In total, it is proposed to hand over 58 696 hectares of forest stands for long-term lease 
(up to 49 years). These stands are two large massifs of Korean pine - broadleaved forests, 
typical tiger habitats in the central Sikhote-Alin and near the Ussuriisky Nature Reserve. 
The analysis showed that all forest plots submitted for the auction are located in linden 
no-take zones: five out of seven plots have 60% of such no-cut zones, and 2 plots - 
100%. Initially it is prohibited to cut linden here. However, according to the auction 
documentation, the harvesting of linden in volumes up to 35% of the annual allowable 
cut is planned here.
WWF Russia sent an appeal to the Ministry of Forestry and Wildlife Management of 
Primorsky Province with the request to cancel the auctions for timber harvesting on these 
seven sites. WWF Russia believes that the analysis of the project documentation will help 
the provincial Government make the right decision.
More details are here: Forest auctions can leave villages in central Primorye without 
forests, and beekeepers without linden (wwf.ru)



18

PEOPLE FOR NATURE
Ranger Lao Wan – from Hunter to Ranger 

“This is where I was born and grew up
I love this forest so much

I’ve tracked every inch of the land
I’m willing to safeguard the mountain with my life”

Lao Wan

Many years ago, when Lao Wan was young, he was trained by his father to be a hunter in 
the deep mountain, holding a shot gun all day long. Although not returning home fully 
loaded every day, he could well support himself and his families who enjoyed abundant 
supplies of nature. Wild animals inhabited all over mountains and fields in those days. 

Fur and meat of an animal could be sold for 
hundreds of yuan, more than Wan's annual 
income.
As a hunter, Wan should have been merciless 
to animals, but he had a mixed feeling every 
time he aimed at the king of the forest. "I'm 
afraid we’ll get punished for killing wildlife 
of the mountain." Whenever thinking of this, 
Wan comforted himself that as long as he 
didn’t overhunt, animals wouldn’t become 
extinct. Wild animals wanted to survive, so did 
himself and families.
At that time, Wan didn't expect he would put 
down the gun one day when Huangnihe forest 
was officially taken over by the government, 
and hunting was completely prohibited. His 
story with mountain and forest was cut off. For 
a long time, Lao Wan couldn't adapt to it, but 

immersed in the memory of hunting days. No matter how wonderful the outside world 
was, he always yearned for forest.
One day, an opportunity brought him back to the forest he’d been missing for long.
Lao Wan was asked to return to the forest along Huangnihe with a different role. Staff 
from the reserve knew that he was an experienced hunter, so they appointed him as 
ranger. He readily accepted. Lao Wan was no longer a hunter controlling life and death of 
animals, but a conservationist of wild animals.
He began to track in the mountain every day, tracking poachers and removing snares. 
Lao Wan and eleven other rangers in Huangnihe fell in love with the job soon. WWF's 
anti-poaching training enabled them to do SMART patrols.
In snowy days, it was difficult to move with heavy coats on. Lao Wan and his peers had 
to start off early. With years of hunting experience, he could immediately be aware of 
poachers nearby when he saw snares.
Usually, they removed snares first and then tracked poachers. Lao Wan wished to 
persuade them to give up poaching and join in saving endangered animals.
Over the years as a ranger, Lao Wan also experienced some thrilling moments. He once 
had "close contact" with a black bear during a patrol. It was a summer. He was looking for 
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clues in the jungle; suddenly, he heard scuffling and rolling over. Lao Wan became alert, 
and then he saw a shadow.
In an instant, he saw a black bear rushing towards him. His heart was in the mouth. Man 
was too weak to fight with wild animals. The black bear would probably tear him into 
pieces. However, it stopped the moment Lao Wan held his breath. Lao Wan looked into 
its round eyes which were like clear brown amber, without any ferociousness in them, but 
even a bit of good nature.
Ten minutes later, miraculously, the bear turned around and walked into the forest. At 
that moment, Lao Wan understood the mixed feelings he once had in hunting: there was 
no difference between killing an animal that could have grown up freely in the forest and 
harming a kid who knew nothing of the world. Animals just want to live in places they are 
familiar with; that's all…
Amur tigers often roam here. Lao Wan comes several times a month. The infrared camera 
was set by him. Every time the memory card is taken back, he expects to watch tigers. One 
day, Lao Wan discovered footprints of tigers. They like lying here.
"The tiger is 7 years old. We’ve been tracking him for years. He’s strong and healthy, just a 
bit lonely, poor bachelor. Here’s not connected with Hunchun, so other tigers can't come 
over. We should build a corridor as soon as possible."
In January this year, the fifth tiger habitat ranger competition was held in Hunchun, Jilin 
Province. 18 teams from China and Russia competed fiercely. WWF designed the "Tiger 
Cup" to encourage the champion ranger team. Lao Wan and his teammates won the first 
"King's Cup".
“Our achievements are built on the basis of usual diligent patrol. Holding the heavy 
"King's Cup", Lao Wan said: "I didn't expect so many people to pay attention on us, 
from senior officials to the public. I feel the task of protection is heavier. " This year, the 
competition will be held in Heilongjiang Province in January. We are looking forward to 
the wonderful performance of the rangers.
With continuous anti-poaching efforts in recent years, there are fewer traps and poachers. 
Lao Wan and his colleagues have convinced several poachers to join the volunteering 
patrol team. Forest is still the same one, but there are fewer animals than the time when 
Lao Wan was young. Lao Wan deeply understands the cause of conservation still has a 
long way to go.
The job is destined to be tough, but Lao Wan is full of confidence and expectations.
"I hope more young people join in conservation. Although rangers don’t earn much, but 
the job is good for health and meaningful."

Lyubov Odzyal became a laureate of the all-Russia public award “Pride of the 
Nation”
WWF-Russia congratulates Lyubov Odzyal, president of the Association 
of Indigenous People of the North of Khabarovsky Province, on winning 
the “Pride of the Nation” award in the nomination "For effective 
leadership in national and cultural associations".
Over three years, the Association of Indigenous People of the North 
of the Khabarovsky Province has been a reliable partner of WWF-
Russia developing public monitoring and control over Pacific salmon 
on the Amur River, an organizer and participant of field expeditions to 
survey the spawning grounds of summer and autumn chum and pink 
salmon. The effectiveness of this work in many respects depends on 
Lyubov Odzyal. She represents the interests of the indigenous peoples 
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of the Amur in front of the authorities and state structures. With her participation, the 
municipal governmental program “Development of the indigenous peoples of the North, 
Siberia and the Far East of Russia, living in Nanaisky municipal district, for 2016-2020" 
had been developed and approved.
More details are here: Lyubov Odzyal became a laureate of the All-Russian public award 
“Pride of the Nation” (wwf.ru)

Pavel Fomenko got a special prize of the all-Russia “Far East” Literary Award named after 
V. K. Arsenyev
Author of the book "Kiss of the Tigress", one of WWF Pavel Fomenko became the winner 
of the special nomination "For contribution to the development of modern culture of the 

Far East", established by the Governor of Primorsky 
Krai.
The award ceremony was held on December 18 in 
Moscow, at the Russian Cultural Foundation. The 
ceremony was attended by high officials including 
the Promorye Governor. As he noted, "It is the honor 
and pleasure to present this award to the residents 
of Primorye who glorifies the region with his writing 
and dedicated works”. 
The book "Kiss of the Tigress" was published by 
WWF in 2020. This is a collection of stories about 
the wild nature, taiga wanderings, cruel trials of 

fate and the rescue of legendary predators. Real taiga stories, amazing events that Pavel 
himself and his friends – hunters, fishermen, brothers-hunters – participated in.



21

COMMUNICATION

2020 AHEC Ambassador, Save Wetland and Bird
WWF held “AHEC Ambassador Campaign” from October 15 to 17 2020. 10 volunteers 
were recruited to visit WWF’s degraded grassland restoration and sustainable 

management pilot project in Qian’an County and Momoge 
National Nature Reserve in Jilin Province. Volunteers played 
the role of “citizen scientists”. They observed wetlands and 
grasslands, birds, recorded and created diaries of nature 
conservation. The volunteers also learned the basic skill of 
wetland biodiversity survey - bird monitoring. Volunteers 
expressed their understanding and feelings of ecological 
protection through their diaries of nature. And WWF shares 
these diaries of nature on social media to raise more public 
attention on wetland, grassland and bird conservation.
In addition, collaborated with Yili Satine, WWF has initiated 
the online campaign “Save our birds” through introduction of 
the sounds of migratory birds including scaly-sided merganser, 

red-crowned crane, oriental stork, Mongolian lark and swan goose. 10 million people 
online learned the birds and wetlands via WWF H5.

Locals Rather Focus on Caring of the Planted Seedlings
Tree planting has become an important annual public event for residents of Onon River 
Basin and soums located in Khar Yamaat Nature Reserve (NR) buffer zone under the 
campaign “TREE RETAINS WATER AND WATER RETAINS LIFE” initiated by WWF-
Mongolia and other local stakeholders. To date, a total 1,250 ha has been planted under 
the campaign during the last three years.

Under the campaign, locals do planting in designated areas in 
springs and autumns. To systematically and effectively organize 
the tree planting efforts, WWF-Mongolia and local soum 
authorities and Departments for Environment and Tourism 
and Forestry Divisions do consult and organize the planting 
events in accordance with the plan specifically prepared. Such 
as, tree planting has become a significant public event in these 
local areas. In the last autumn, seedlings and seeds for planting 
were supplied by local professional entities, individuals, and 
community groups and the tree planting event was funded 
by WWF-Mongolia.  It was successfully organized and more 
than 31 thousand seedlings were planted by over 540 locals 
from six soums in Onon Basin and Khar Yamaat NR buffer 
zone even though there were some challenges existed due to 

the pandemic COVID-19 and its curfews. Locals say that regular caring of the seedlings 
planted is more crucial than planting.
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Best Young Researchers-Students have been Selected
On December 19, 2020, WWF-Mongolia and Department of Biology at National 
University of Mongolia (NUM) successfully organized a virtual Research Conference 
“Young Researchers-Students-2020”.  It was the 4th Annual Research Conference which 
was held under a theme “Living Planet Report-WWF”.  Purpose of the Conference was 
to facilitate fieldwork of the students studying for their master and bachelor degrees on 
ecology, biology, and environmental conservation at the NUM and a discussion on their 
results and findings as knowledge sharing peer review.  
Prior to the Conference, the organizers received a total of 35 research papers from 
students of six national universities and selected 21 out of them to be presented during 
the Conference.  Most of the research papers submitted were botanical studies.  All the 
presentations were lively, shown on the social network and seen by 7.5 thousand users.  
At the end of the Conference, the best or top researchers-students were selected.  During 
the fieldworks, the Conference organizers announced an essay contest for the students.  
The task was to tell and share about what specific challenges they met and how they 
resolved them; and what they have newly learned in the field. The essays presented were 
much impressive and inspiring for the students-participants.

An Event “Let’s Protect Mongolian Gazelle” Organized
Local branch of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Environmental Crimes in 
Sukhbaatar province in collaboration with WWF-Mongolia organized an event “Let’s 
Protect Mongolian Gazelle” for a period from November 25 to December 10, 2020. 
Under the event, a drawing contest was successfully organized for the 6-9th form school 
children. Its topic was to protect Mongolian gazelle from being extinct.  Moreover, an 
essay writing “Let’s Protect Mongolian Gazelle” was announced for the 9th-12th grade 
students.  Also, a bulletin board “Let’s Protect Mongolian Gazelle” was put at the main 
entrance/exit gates to the aimag’s centre.    To increase participation of children and 
youth in the Mongolian gazelle conservation, a podcast “Let’s Care-Protect” has been 
opened on local media means and social networks.  Moreover a documentary “Let’s 
Protect Mongolian Gazelle” was broadcasted on local TV. All these awareness raising 
materials have been reached and seen by the public audience.

Mongolian Gazelle Day Successfully Held
WWF-Mongolia organizes an annual meeting on Mongolian gazelle conservation 
with eco-club members. This yearly event was organized online on December 5, 2020 
due to the pandemic Covid-19.  The virtual meeting was attended by 57 participants 

including eco-club members- school children, teachers, and 
representatives from local Environmental Departments in three 
aimags (provinces) in Eastern Mongolia. At the beginning of 
the meeting, the eco-clubs presented their annual activities 
undertaken and proposed activities in the next year. In last year, 
the eco-club members presented a call for efficient Mongolian 
gazelle conservation actions to local decision makers. Today, they 
were reported by its progress at this meeting.  Supported the call 
at the policy level, Khentii aimag authorities announced May 22 as 
“Mongolian Gazelle Day”; the aimag government allocated MNT 
15 million (USD 5500) and MNT 19 million (USD 7200) for the 
actions to halt poaching of Mongolian gazelle in 2020 and 2021, 
respectively. Bayandun soum of Dornod aimag celebrates October 
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21 as Mongolian Gazelle Day. 
Showed their enthusiasm, the eco-club members presented the local decision makers 
a number of concerns that have been faced to the Mongolian gazelle populations in the 
region and highlighted efficient collaboration options for the species conservation on this 
e-meeting. At the end of the e-meeting, the eco-club members planned the conservation 
actions for 2021 and decided to have quarterly meetings concerning issues in the next 
year.

An Experience Sharing Event was Held
Eco-club members in schools in Batshireet soum and Dadal soum of Khentii aimag had 
an experience sharing event in October, 20202. A main discussion topic was Taimen 
conservation, inter alia. The eco-club members from the two soums ranked their planned 
joint activities by vote and agreed to firstly address the activities with the highest votes. 
One of the activities is the Taimen conservation, under which they will have flash mob 
“Taimen is Dancing” on social media network while raising public awareness on Taimen 
values; they will cooperate with local households residing along Barkh and Onon Rivers 
in halting illegal fishing in the Rivers; and they will deliver interesting information on 
Taimen to pre-school and elementary school children.
At the end of the event, the eco-club members had a joint trip to Natural Monuments 
in Dadal soum territory. The joint discussion and trip to natural monuments have 
become one of the memorable and inspiring events for the children. Having joined this 
peer knowledge sharing event, the eco-club members learned a lot from each other and 
were inspired to cooperate in environmental conservation and public awareness on 
conservation. 

A Survey on Plastic Containers Used by Local Residents
WWF-Mongolia supports and collaborates with eco-clubs at schools in local areas 
and the eco-club members-school children do actively take place and are creative in 

environmental conservation practices.
In October 2020, eco-club members in buffer zone soums (sub-
provinces) within Khar Yamaat Nature Reserve (NR) surveyed 
the current use of disposable plastic containers and bags among 
local residents: herder communities and residents in the soum 
centres in order to reduce their use in everyday life. A total of 
180 local households were covered by the survey.  The majority 
or 155 households or 80.1% of the surveyed responded that they 
used disposable plastic containers and bags in their daily life.  
The most useful disposable plastic items in their daily life are 
different types of plastic packages and bags, single use (made 
with plastic) shoe covers which are used at kindergartens and 
hospitals, and plastic household items such as pots, scoops and 
containers for drinking water, according to the respondents. To 
a question: “Why are all these plastic household items, which 

are unfriendly for your health and environment, used for everyday?” Majority responded: 
“Metal containers are expensive comparing to plastic items”. Based on the survey findings, 
the eco-club members produced and distributed a leaflet “Plastic Household Items 
-Human Health and Environment” and e-page Call for “Let’s Get Rid of Plastic Items” for 
local households. Local residents are happy with these informative and dedicated efforts 
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of the children. Children were satisfied with their initiative and agreed to continue it to 
make the provinces free of plastics. 

International online festival "Goodbye, Cranes"
was organized by WWF Russia, China and Mongolia on October 17 and 
was broadcasted on social media and YouTube. The results of the Year 
for the Crane were summed up and a lot of answers were given to the 
birds’ lovers about the rare birds. Among the participants there were 
both specialists and just curious people who want to learn as much 
as possible about cranes firsthand, and, of course, journalists. About 
15 experts and representatives of the environmental community made 
mini-reports on cranes of the Amur basin. During the online festival, 
experts from Russia, China and Mongolia talked about global flyways, 
the state of populations of crane species and the biology of these birds, 
the results of crane surveys on the Amur River in key habitats and 
during migration in 2020. Ornithologists, staff of nature reserves and 
public organizations from each region of the Russian part of the Amur 
basin shardв their experience, schoolchildren and nature protection 
teams showed theatrical scenes, and the results of the voice-over 

competition were announced. It was a good opportunity to exchange best practices, and, 
most importantly, attract as many people as possible to the topic of crane conservation. 

WWF summed up the results of the contest of voice-overs for the TV series "Year of the 
Crane-2020"
during the online festival "Goodbye, Cranes!" on October 17. 
13 mini-episodes without a voice-over comments were uploaded on AmurInfoCenter.
org. All the texts or descriptions of what was happening on the screens were meant 
to be written by the clips’ watchers. And this original idea worked: the competition 
received 50 author's options. The series with catchy titles - "Apartment question", 
"Love Games", " Did you order a fight?", "Scandal in the hostel in the swamps" - gave 
a lot of positive emotions to everyone who watched these short videos, and inspired 
bird lovers to sincere kind words.
27 persons from across Russia participated in the contest with poems, prose, 
folklore, emotional experiences and calls to become more human. 
All the winners got electronic diplomas and certificates and the prizes.
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